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Abstract: The rapid population growth, extreme and unplanned consumption, in line with 
technological developments, cause intensive pressure upon natural sources. Likewise, the 
human values that have a global importance due to historical and cultural features face the 
similar problems. As one of the current global problems, environmental change and 
destruction urge to be taken some precautions. The conscious occurrence of the national parks, 
one of the precautions of environmental protection, goes back to the second half of the 
nineteenth century.  The Yellowstone National Park, in the USA opened in 1872 can be seen 
as the official beginning of the environmental protection thought.  
The natural and cultural sources are under serious danger in Turkey where its settlement is 
very old.  The first legal regulations in Turkey as for the national parks were made at the end 
of the World War II. The first national park is Yozgat Camligi National Park opened in 1958. 
Today, the number of these park is 40 and the protection area reaches 897 657 hectares. It is 
seen that the 1.1 % of the whole area (814 578 km²) is under protection as national park field. 
Intense tourism pressure causes ignorance of protection approach which is the basis of 
sustainable environment understanding. Further, the restriction of economic benefit zones 
causes the local people to develop negative attitudes towards protection areas. However, the 
expectations of the local people should be taken into consideration by means of scientific 
planning so that sustainable environment understanding can reach the optimum results. 
In this study the legal regulations as for the national parks, national parks and their 
geographical distribution, the fundamental problems and suggestions were examined. 
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Introduction 
 

The rapidly growing world population and technologi cal developments result in the use of natural sourc es 
intensively. Especially the increase in manufacturi ng, the development of cities and the expansion of trade pave 
the way for the emergence of worldwide environmenta l problems. Environmental changes and impairment af fect 
also the natural sources negatively in terms of cau sing their reduction and losing their quality. It b egan to be 
realized that environmental problems were reaching global level in 1960s. In this sense, almost every country 
began to get involved in attempts to contribute to providing sustainable progress and reducing the det erioration 
of natural balance. Scientific, social and economic  benefits of nature protection zones began to be pe rceived 
apparently and as a consequence of this, the amount  of the conserved area today is  1 billion ha (Demi rel 2005: 
7) 

The idea of forming national park which is one of t he approaches to protect the nature came into 
prominence in the second half of the 19th century. Yellowstone National Park which was taken under 
preservation in 1872 in the USA was the first pract ice of this idea. In the same period, the concept o f nature 
conservation was adopted by countries like Australi a, Canada, New Zealand  and Mexico. 

The geographical location of Turkey paved the way f or the affluence of Turkey in terms of both natural  
and cultural sources. However, the fact that the fi rst settlement dates back to old times and the inte nse beneficial 
use of the area gave rise to many environmental pro blems. The idea to erect national parks in Turkey a iming at 
protecting rare species of plants and animals, cult ural entities, land forms and hydrographical  sources began 
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to develop in 1950s. The first legal regulation in Turkey regarding national parks was made with the a rticle 25 of 
the Forest Law no 6831 which was implemented in 195 6. Afterwards, the 2. article of National Parks Law  no 
2873 brought forward the concepts of nature protect ion zones, natural parks, natural monuments and rec reation 
spots in addition to national parks. (Do ğanay 2001:151-153, Turkey Environmental Organizatio n 1999:335). In 
this article, the concept of national park is defin ed as the nature segments that own scientifically a nd 
aesthetically unique national and international nat ural and cultural values, and also recreation and t ourism spots 
(Akıncı 1996:222). By the regulations made in this field, today totaling 206 protection zones includin g the 
national parks (40), natural parks (30), natural mo numents (105) and nature protection zones (31) are present in 
Turkey. The aggregate surface area of the aforement ioned protection zones is 1028565 ha and the 897657  ha of 
which belong to national parks, and this constitute s 1.2 % of the country’s total surface area. In 199 3, protection 
zones (572395 ha) made up only 0.7 % of the total s urface area of the country (Ta şlıgil 1994:259). Just taking 
the national parks into consideration, it is seen t hat about 1.1 % of Turkey has been taken under pres ervation. 
This data reveals that there was an acceleration in  the attempts to identify the protection zones afte r 1990. As a 
matter of fact, 19 of total 40 national parks were identified after 1990. 

National parks which are among the most efficient a pproaches to transferring natural and cultural sour ces 
to the next generations after preserving them consc iously are of great importance for scientific studi es besides 
their being the centre of attraction for tourists. Protection zones like national parks which are vita lly important 
for sustainable environmental approach are facing s ome basic problems which need to be solved as exped itiously 
as possible. The negligence of the balance between preservation-utilization, and the high pressure of tourism are 
the greatest problems. Accordingly, primarily Turke y’s national parks and their geographical distribut ion in 
conjunction with their causes are discussed in this  study. Afterwards, the problems encountered in nat ional park 
areas and in the neighboring areas are dealt with f rom the point of preservation- utilization balance,  and local 
economy and are attempted to come to a conclusion. 
 
 

National Parks and Their Geographical Distribution 
 

The most common way of preserving the nature in the  world is national parks. Because of their natural 
and cultural characteristics, that some geographica l areas are protected and put into the service of h uman beings 
for cultural and touristic reasons forms the basis of the foundation of national parks (Do ğaner 1985:119). 
Therefore, in accordance with the idea of sustainab le environment, the idea to build up a balance betw een 
preservation and utilization is envisaged. 

Turkey is the intersection point of the continents of Asia, Europe and Africa. Additionally, the varie ty of 
land forms and its being surrounded with water prov ides Turkey with affluence in terms of both plant a nd animal 
existence. Nevertheless, the fact that the first se ttlement date goes long way back brought about the serious 
devastation of natural sources. Though it is estima ted that 10000 years before B.C, 75 % of the area o n which 
Turkey is located currently was covered with forest , today this rate has gone down to 25 %. Within the  same 
period, wetland has receded from 6 % to 1 %. Relate d to the intense exploitation, while forest, moor a nd 
wetlands have diminished, agricultural and settleme nt areas have steadily increased. The alterations i n the 
natural habitat resulted in the extinction of 12 ki nds of endemic plant species and brought along 1189  more plant 
species to the verge of extinction (Demirel 2005:24 ). 

It is getting more and more crucial to conserve the  wealthy diversity of plants against the rising hum an 
activities. Protection zones like national parks un dertake a pretty important function in conserving e specially the 
endangered species.   

The conservation and declaration of national parks are carried out by General Directorate of Nature 
Protection and National Parks which is affiliated t o the Ministry of Environment and Forestry. The fir st national 
park which was taken under protection in 1958 is Yo zgat Çamlı ğı National Park (Figure 2). The latest national 
park is Yumurtalık Lagoon National Park which was d eclared in 2008 (Figure 3). The number of national parks 
in the country has reached 40 today. The grand tota l of the surface area of national parks is around 8 97657 ha. In 
our country, between the years 1950-1959 4, 1960-19 69 5, 1970-1979 7, 1980-1989 5, 1990-1999 11, 2000- 2009 
8 national parks were identified and established (T able 1). Yozgat Çamlı ğı (264 ha) and Bird Paradise National 
Park (64 ha) are the ones with the smallest area (A rı, 2003: 9). Bird Paradise National Park, which wa s certified 
to have 64 ha surface area in 1959, was scaled up t o 24047 ha in 2005. The largest one of all the nati onal parks 
in Turkey is Bey şehir Lake National Park with its 88750 ha of surfac e area.  Historical relics, geomorphological 
formations, flora, hydrological features and the pr esence of diverse bird species compose the value of  this park. 
Ağrı Mountain National Park (87380 ha), Kızıl Mountai n National Park (59400 ha), Alada ğlar National Park 
(54524 ha) and Kaçkar Mountains National Park (5155 0 ha) are following the previously mentioned nation al 
park in the order of magnitude (Table1). 

Natural, cultural, historical and archaelogical val ues they possess are regarded in the process of 
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designating the national parks in Turkey (Figure 4) . Just to give an example, while Gelibolu Peninsula  National 
Park and Ba şkomutan Historical National Park have been taken un der protection due to their importance in terms 
of war history, Güllük Mountain (Termessos), Karate pe-Aslanta ş, Olimpos-Beyda ğları Beach, Köprülü Canyon, 
Boğazköy- Alacahöyük and Troya Historical National Par ks have been designated as national parks for their  
high historical value areas and for harbouring arch ealogical relics. We also have national parks which  were 
designated as national parks because of their natur al vegetation and wild life. Yedigöller National Pa rk, Dilek 
Peninsula- Müyük Menderes Delta National Park, Ilga z Mountain National Park, Kovada Lake National Park , 
Đğneada Longoz Forests National Park, Tek Tek Mountai ns National Park and Yumurtalık Lagoon National Par k  
are some examples of these kinds of national parks.  Some of the national parks in Turkey come into foc us with 
their different source of values. To illustrate thi s, Köprülü Canyon National Park owns rich flora bes ides 
archaeological relics. Altındere Valley National Pa rk, which is located in the Eastern part of Black S ea Region, 
is known for its embodying a universal archaeologic al and historical structure like Sümela Monastery i n addition 
to its natural values (Do ğanay, 2003: 43-64). Göreme Historical National Park  has been declared as protection 
zone as it possesses amazing geological formations like fairy chimneys, old settlements, churches and a high 
tourism potential. Uluda ğ, Saklıkent, and Ilgaz Mountain National Parks are also of great importance as winter 
tourism centers.  

Taking a look at the regional distribution of natio nal parks, it is vividly seen that 31 of 40 nationa l parks 
are situated in the regions on the coast. Mediterra nean (11) is the region with the most national park s. Black Sea 
(8), Marmara (7), Egean (5), Central Anatolia (4), Eastern Anatolia (3) and Southeastern Anatolia (2) are the 
regions coming after it (Figure 1, Table 1). Morpho logical characteristics, diverse flora, historical and cultural 
values are the reasons why national parks are situa ted mostly in coastal regions (Ya şar, 2000: 185).   
 

 Name Region Province Area 
(ha) Date Source Value 

1 Aladağlar N.P. Mediterranean 
Niğde, Adana, 
Kayseri 

54524 1995 
- Geological and 
geomorphological structure  
- Flora and fauna 

2 
Yumurtalık 
Lagoon N.P. 

Mediterranean Adana 16430 2008 
- Bird existence 
- Sea turtle and Flora 

3 
Nemrut 
Mountain N.P. 

Southeastern 
Anatolia 

Adıyaman 13850 1988 
- Historical open air museum 
- Watching sunrise 

4 
Başkomutan 
Historical N.P. 

Aegean 
Afyon, Kütahya, 
Uşak 

40742 1981 - Cultural values 

5 
Ağrı Mountain 
N.P. 

Eastern Anatolia Ağrı, Iğdır 87380 2004 
- Cultural values 
- Flora and fauna 

6 Soğuksu N.P. Black Sea Ankara 1195 1959 
-Flora 
- Recreation and entertainment 

7 
Güllük 
Mountain 
(Termessos)N.P. 

Mediterranean Antalya 6702 1970 
-Archaeological relics 
 -Flora 
- Recreation and entertainment 

8 
Olimpos-
Beydağları 
Coast N.P. 

Mediterranean Antalya 34425 1972 
- Archaeological relics  
-Flora 
- Recreation and entertainment 

9 
Köprülü Canyon 
N.P. 

Mediterranean Antalya 36614 1973 
- Archaeological relics  
-Flora 
- Geological formations 

10 
Altınbeşik Cave 
N.P. 

Mediterranean Antalya 1156 1994 
- Geological and 
geomorphological formations 
 - Cave ecosystems 

11 
Hatila Valley 
N.P. 

Black Sea Artvin 17138 1994 
- Geological and 
geomorphological formations 
- Flora and fauna 

12 
Karagöl-Sahara 
N.P. 

Black Sea Artvin 3766 1994 - Hydrographical structure -Flora 

13 

Dilek Peninsula-
Büyük 
Menderes Delta 
N.P. 

Aegean Aydın 27675 1966 

- Well protected maquis flora of 
the Mediterranean  
- Geological structure 
- Flora and fauna  
- Recreation and entertainment 

14 
Bird Paradise 
N.P. 

Marmara Balıkesir 24047 1959 
- Diverse bird species -Flora 
- Bird observation 
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15 Kazdağı N.P. Marmara Balıkesir 21300 1993 
-Flora and fauna 
- Multiplicity of tourism 

16 
Küre Mountain 
N.P. 

Black Sea 
Kastamonu, 
Bartın 

37172 2000 

- Flora and fauna  
- Geological and 
geomorphological formations 
 

17 Yedigöller N.P. Black Sea Bolu, Zonguldak 2019 1965 
- Flora and fauna  
- Recreation and entertainment 

18 Uludağ N.P. Marmara Bursa 12732 1961 
- Geological formations 
- Flora 
- Mountain and winter sports 

19 
Gelibolu 
Peninsula 
Historical N.P. 

Marmara Çanakkale 33000 1973 

- War history 
- Flora and fauna 
- Geomorphological formations  
 

20 
Troya Historical 
N.P. 

Marmara Çanakkale 13350 1996 
- Historical relics 
- Geological structure 
 

21 
Ilgaz Mountain 
N.P. 

Black Sea 
Çankırı, 
Kastamonu 

1088 1976 
-Flora 
- Mountain and winter sports  
- Recreation and entertainment 

22 
Boğazköy-
Alacahöyük 
N.P. 

Central Anatolia Çorum 2634 1988 
- Archaeological relics (Hittite 
state center) 

23 
Honaz Mountain 
N.P. 

Aegean Denizli 9616 1995 

- Geological and 
geomorphological formations 
- Archaeological relics  
-Flora (endemic species) 

24 Gala Lake N.P. Marmara Edirne 6090 2005 
- Wetland areas 
- Lake and forest ecosystems 
- Diverse bird species 

25 

Sarıkamış-
Allahuekber 
Mountain 
 N.P. 

Eastern Anatolia Kars, Erzurum 22980 2004 
- Historical relics and war history  
-Flora (Pinus sylvestris forests) 
- Mountain and winter sports 

26 Kızıldağ N.P. Mediterranean Isparta 59400 1969 
-Flora 
- Recreation and entertainment 

27 
Kovada Lake 
N.P. 

Mediterranean Isparta 6534 1970 
- Flora and fauna  
- Recreation and entertainment 

28 
Sultansazlığı 
N.P. 

Central Anatolia Kayseri 24523 2006 
- Fresh and salty water ecosystems 
- Diverse bird species 

29 
Đğneada Longoz 
Forests 
 N.P. 

Marmara Kırklareli 3115 2007 
- Longoz forest 
- Mountain and forest sports 

30 
Beyşehir Lake 
N.P. 

Mediterranean Konya 88750 1993 

- Historical relics  
- Geomorphological formations  
-Flora 
- Hydrological features  
- Diverse bird species 

31 
Spil Mountain 
N.P. 

Aegean Manisa 6694 1968 
- Geological structure 
- Flora and fauna  
- Recreation and entertainment 

32 Marmaris N.P. Aegean Muğla 33350 1996 
- Geomorphological formations  
- Flora and fauna  
- Historical relics 

33 Saklıkent N.P. Mediterranean Muğla, Antalya 12390 1996 
- Geomorphological formations  
- Flora and fauna  

34 
Göreme 
Historical N.P. 

Central Anatolia Nevşehir 9572 1986 

- Historical settlements 
- Geological formations (Fairy 
Chimney) 
- Recreation and entertainment 

35 
Karatepe-
Aslantaş N.P. 

Mediterranean Osmaniye 7715 1958 
- Archaeological relics  
-Flora 
- Recreation and entertainment 
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36 
Kaçkar 
Mountain N.P. 

Black Sea Rize 51550 1994 

- Geological and 
geomorphological structure  
- Flora and fauna  
- Mountain and winter sports 

37 
Tek Tek 
Mountain N.P. 

Southeastern 
Anatolia 

Şanlıurfa 19335 2007 
- Flora and fauna  
- Historical and archaeological 
characteristics 

38 
Altındere Valley 
N.P. 

Black Sea Trabzon 4800 1987 

- Cultural values (Sümela 
Monastery) 
- Flora and fauna  
- Recreation and entertainment 

39 
Munzur Valley 
N.P. 

Eastern Anatolia Tunceli 42000 1971 
- Geological structure 
- Flora and fauna  

40 
Yozgat Çamlığı 
N.P. 

Central Anatolia Yozgat 264 1958 
- Flora and fauna  
- Recreation and entertainment 

 
Table 1: National parks in Turkey,1958-2009 ( http://www.milliparklar.gov.tr-20.04.2009 ). 

 
 

 
Figure 1: Geographical distribution of national par ks in Turkey (2009). 

National Parks: 
1.Alada ğlar N.P. 2.Yumurtalık Lagoon N.P. 3.Nemrut Mountain  N.P. 4.Ba şkomutan Historical N.P. 5.A ğrı 
Mountain N.P. 6.So ğuksu N.P. 7.Güllük Mountain (Termessos) N.P. 8.Olim pos-Beyda ğları Coast N.P. 
9.Köprülü Canyon N.P. 10.Altınbe şik Cave N.P. 11.Hatila Valley N.P. 12.Karagöl-Sahar a N.P. 13.Dilek 
Peninsula-Büyük Menderes Delta N.P. 14.Bird Paradis e N.P. 15.Kazda ğı N.P. 16.Küre Mountain N.P. 
17.Yedigöller N.P. 18.Uluda ğ N.P. 19.Gelibolu Peninsula Historical N.P. 20.Troy a Historical N.P. 21.Ilgaz 
Mountain N.P. 22.Bo ğazköy-Alacahöyük N.P. 23.Honaz Mountain N.P. 24.Gal a Lake N.P. 25.Sarıkamı ş-
Allahuekber Mountain N.P. 26.Kızılda ğ N.P. 27.Kovada Lake N.P. 28.Sultansazlı ğı N.P. 29. Đğneada Longoz 
Forests N.P. 30.Bey şehir Lake N.P. 31.Spil Mountain N.P. 32.Marmaris N. P. 33.Saklıkent N.P. 34.Göreme 
Historical N.P. 35.Karatepe-Aslanta ş N.P. 36.Kaçkar Mountain N.P. 37.Tek Tek Mountain N .P. 38.Altındere 
Valley N.P. 39.Munzur Valley N.P. 40.Yozgat Çamlı ğı N.P. 
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Figure 2: Yozgat Çamlı ğı N.P.                                                   Figure 3: Yumurtalık Lagoon N.P. 
 

                                    
                     Altındere Valley N.P.                                                                 Karagöl-Sahara N .P. 
 

                           
                   Gala Lake N.P                                                                             Troya Historical N.P 
 

                          
        Ba şkomutan Historical N.P.                                                   Dilek Peninsula-Büyük Mender es Delta N.P. 
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Nemrut Mountain N.P.                                                             A ğrı Mountain N.P. 
 

Figure 4: Views of some national parks inTurkey. 

 
 
Discussion and Conlusion 
 

The greatest threat the world faces today is the de terioration of the natural environment. The fact th at 
environmental problems have ascended to desperate s traits in the global scale entails international co llaboration. 
Almost every country in the world aims at developin g by establishing a balance between human being and  
natural sources, and also without depleting the nat ural sources. With this purpose in mind, sustainabl e growth is 
given  a lot of importance with respect to social, ecological, economic, locational and cultural dimen sions. 

The diverse natural and cultural sources Turkey con tains are witnessing a heavy exploitation of them. 
Because of this, a balance policy between preservat ion and utilization related to the use of them with out 
contaminating, mutilating and depleting has been ad opted. In this sense, national parks also draw atte ntion. 
Nevertheless, there are some problems present which  need to be solved as urgently as possible for the protection 
of source values of national park zones, reforming them and increasing their significance in terms of tourism.  

Common problems regarding national parks are manage rial, legal, economic and educational (Demirel, 
2005: 394-401). Furthermore, that intense tourism p ressure and local inhabitants can’t be associated w ith 
protection zones threatens preservation and utiliza tion balance. The duty of the management of nationa l parks is 
carried out by General Directorate of Nature Protec tion and National Parks which is directly affiliate d to the 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry. A large numbe r of organizations take it upon themselves to prote ct the 
nature directly or indirectly. This kind of adminis trative structure creates lack of coordination and it hampers the 
practicality of plans in protection zones. To resol ve the problem, a new restructuring in which there are expert 
staff who can devise the source values national par ks own  is required. The protection zones in our co untry are 
protected with 6 different laws. This indicates tha t protection zones are in great legal disorder. Nat ure Protection 
Law which embraces all other laws is needed immedia tely in this field. High cost and scarcity of grant  is one of 
the burning issues in the process of protection. In  order to dispose of this issue, more fund should b e allocated to 
national parks and the revenue generated out of nat ional parks should be submitted to park administrat ion. 
Financial affairs have downgraded national parks in  terms of trained staff and equipment. The existing  problems 
are the utmost hurdles on the way to the protection  of the source values national parks have and their  
enhancement. 

It is a common belief in developed countries that n atural environment must be protected. However, the 
sense of responsibility to protect the nature is to o low in countries like Turkey. For this reason, th e best solution 
to this problem is educating individuals regarding the issue of environment and its protection. All th e classes that 
constitute our country should lay claim to preserva tion policy in collaboration. 

One of the burning problems of national parks is hi gh tourism pressure. Therefore, the idea of exploit ation 
wins out over the preservation and utilization bala nce in the institutions which were established with  the idea of 
providing this balance. With the above stated appro ach, it is not likely to conserve the source values  of national 
parks and to improve them too. This situation gives  the illusion that the national parks of the countr y were 
established with the intention of serving tourism. For Turkey to get rid of this dilemma, an elaborate  plan of 
national parks must be prepared. In these plans, so urce values and their importance must be identified  
thoroughly. Additionally, the zones which are not a vailable to people and the zones the source values of which 
will be taken under protection, and the zones which  are available for daily use should be determined. 
Accordingly, tourist facilities must be deployed ou tside national park zones. 

One of the major deficiencies of the idea of preser vation in Turkey is that local population can’t be 
associated with protection zones. The traditional p erception model which restricts human activities an d 
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anticipates the migration of human beings that are within the borders of protection zone or their util izing natural 
sources is being abandoned. Instead of this, there is an attempt in which local elements can get invol ved in the 
decision making process and with their lifestyles, they can become an integral part of source utilizat ion strategies 
(Arı 2003: 29). Protection zones in our country gen erally constrain locals’ economic utilization zones . Due to 
financial difficulty, this paves the way for migrat ion and locals’ developing negative attitude toward s protection 
zones. Bearing this in mind, making the locals an i ntegral part of preservation, allowing them to util ize the 
source values of national parks economically withou t damaging them will be a modern approach.  

The most efficient way to preserve historical and c ultural values and pass them down to future generat ions 
without depleting and devastating them is national parks. Collaborating with one another, all groups o f people in 
the society should develop an integrated approach t hat can meet the expectations. This approach which also 
forms the basis of sustainable progress will be a m ilestone in determining not only our nation’s but a lso the 
common future of whole humanity. 
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